
Business Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 9 am - 12 pm 

Mass Schedule 

Weekend Schedule 
Saturday: 5:00 pm - English 
                6:30 pm - Spanish 

(Both Masses at St. Lawrence) 
Sunday: 8:00 am - English (Midkiff) 

 10:00 am and - English (St. Lawrence) 
12:30 pm - English (Sterling City) 

Weekday Schedule 
Mon, Wed, Fri: 8:00 am (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 7:00 am (St. Lawrence) 
Wednesdays: 6:00 pm (Es) (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 8:00 am (St. Thomas) 

Holy Days to be announced. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
First Friday: 7:30 am - 3:00 pm 

(St. Lawrence) 
9:00 am - 10 am (St. Thomas) 

Sacramental Life 

Reconciliation 
Saturday - 4:00 to 4:55 pm (St. Lawrence) 

Sunday - 7:30 - 7:55 am (St. Thomas) 
or by appointment 

Baptism 
Contact the parish office. 

Marriage 
Contact the Pastor at least six months prior 

to the intended date of marriage.  

Sick and Homebound 
Contact Linda Jones or parish office to 
receive a visit from a Minister of Care. 

St. Lawrence Catholic Parish 
(St. Lawrence; St. Thomas; St. Paschal) 

2400 FM 2401, Garden City, TX 79739 
Ph.: (432) 397-2300; Fax: (432) 397-2319 

Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org; Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 

Pastor: Fr. Joseph. P. Thumma 
Deacons: Dcn. Joel Gutierrez, Dcn. Floyd Schwartz 



Welcome Guests and Visitors...We’re so glad that you’re here and invite you to join us in thanksgiving 
for God’s action in our lives. Our goal is to provide a spiritual home where all are welcome, where the heal-
ing, reconciling, liberating love of God flows through us to all people. In this way, we believe that the Church 
is the sacrament of God’s saving presence in the world. 

Reflecting on God’s Word 

The Bible offers us a rich variety of men and women who qualify as heroes, warriors, prophets, and wise men 
and women. And every so often it places before us a dreamer. Jacob had the first big dream, with that ladder 
connecting heaven and earth, bearing ascending and descending angels. 

His son Joseph started off with dreams that put himself at the center, much to his brothers’ chagrin, but later he 
saved himself by interpreting the dreams of others, including Pharaoh. However, the most important dreamer 
of all was Joseph, spouse of Mary and foster father to Jesus. 

Joseph was asked to live out his dream. “Do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. For it is 
through the Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived in her,” he was told in a dream (Matthew 1:20). And 
not only that, he was to name the child Jesus, which means “God saves.” What all this cost him we don’t 
know. All we hear is that when he awoke from the dream, he did what had been asked and took Mary into his 
home. 

That wasn’t the end of the dreams. “Joseph, take the mother and child into Egypt—Herod is trying to kill 
him.” “Joseph, take the mother and child out of Egypt—Herod is dead.” And Joseph did. Maybe once you 
begin to live God’s dream it gets easier. 

God’s dream is that we live in the world as God’s adopted and saved children, working to bring God’s peace 
and justice, mercy and forgiveness into our world wherever they are needed. 

—James A. Wallace, C.Ss.R. 
— Copyright ©2022, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.  

Living God’s Word  

We ask God to continue to save us in our own day from all that would lead us away from God. 
We ask God to continue to help us to know Jesus as Emmanuel, 

God with us, so that our faith may be rooted 
in the wisdom and power of God. 

— Copyright ©2022, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

EMMANUEL 

To name someone or something means that we have a relation-
ship with that entity. Family names identify us with our herit-
age; nicknames denote familiarity or a special bond. In the Old 
Testament, the meaning of a name ran deep. It identified one’s 
mission, even one’s very being. 

The amazing name “Emmanuel” was first uttered by Isaiah as 
he described to the frightened King Ahaz the promised one 
who would come to redeem the people. Emmanuel is not a 
frightening philosophical name, such as Omnipotent, Omnisci-
ent, Almighty. It does not connote distance and transcendence. 
It does not generate reverential fear. The name Emmanuel im-
plies closeness and intimacy and compassion. Emmanuel is the 
name given to the one who is coming. It means “God is with 
us.” God is entrusted to the care of a virgin, who will bear this 
child. Only God would be so compassionate to draw so near, to 
be so available and vulnerable. Only God could love this well. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, Dec. 17 (St. Lawrence)                                                        
5:00 pm: + Hubert Frerich by Rose Schwartz 
6:30 pm: + Ryder Gass by Keith & Darcy Braden 
      (In Spanish)     

Sunday, Dec. 18 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)       
8:00  am: + Arnold Matthiesen  
       by Cody & Stephanie Wilson 
10:00 am: +Abbygail Schwartz by Ernie & Debra Schwartz 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners 

Monday,  Dec. 19 (St. Lawrence)                                                          
8:00 am: + Clifford & Joyce Hoelscher by Helen Glass  
Tuesday,  Dec. 20 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)                                                                         
7:00 am : +  Nita Lange by The Jake Schwartz Family 
8:00 am: + Alice Glass by Billy & Diane Eggemeyer 
Wednesday,  Dec. 21  (St. Lawrence)                                                                            
8:00 am: + Ronnie Halfmann by Tommy & Karla   
      Hoelscher 
6:00 pm: + Eugenia Lange by Alvin & Janice Niehues 
      (In Spanish)    

Thursday, Dec. 22  (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas) 
7:00 am: + Norma Jean Gilman by George & Doris   
      Schwartz 
8:00 am: + Bernard Seidenberger by Frank & Joyce        
      Everidge 

Friday, Dec. 23 (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am : Living & Deceased members of Catholic Life    
    Br# 146 

Saturday, Dec. 24  Christmas Eve (St. Lawrence)                                                        
5:00 pm: + Douglas Plagens by The Plagens Family 
6:30 pm: No Mass 

Sunday, Dec. 25 The Nativity of the Lord 
(St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)                        
8:00  am: + Mary Ann Pelzel by Sheryl Wilson 
10:00 am: + Clara Dierschke by Alan Dierschke 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

How many languages do you know? Most Americans 
might say they have a primary language, can follow the 
basics of another encountered in school or in the work-
place, and maybe know the barest elements of a third. 
Yet nearly everyone is fluent in languages of symbol 
and ritual, languages that transcend the spoken word 
and may perhaps communicate more clearly. A dance, 
the delights of the table, the thrill of sport, the power of 
a painting, a shared silence on a surf‑washed beach or 
under a desert sky, a burst of delighted applause, all 
communicate without a single word. 

 Sacrament empowers fluency in these languages. 
A little girl returning from Mass where a baby had 
been baptized was asked to summarize her day thus 
far. “I went to church, and some little baby became 
my brother.” That’s far more accurate than the adult’s 
remark, “There was a baptism at Mass today.” When 
we celebrate sacrament, Christ is always calling us 
into deeper fluency with the languages beyond 
speech. Sacraments open our senses to the presence of 
God precisely so we can respond to the depth of that 
love more fully. 

     —James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

TRADICIONES DE NUESTRA FE 

Esta semana celebramos el nacimiento de Jesús, co-
menzando con la Misa de Gallo. A esta Misa se le 
añade la tradición popular que ha comenzado en el 
hogar con pesebres, comidas y regalos. Se nos haría 
difícil imaginar terminar el año sin la Navidad. Pero el 
calendario cristiano sólo la ha festejado algunos 1800 
años. Los primeros cristianos únicamente celebraban 
la Pascua de Resurrección, siguiendo lo que todos los 
evangelios nos relatan de los eventos de la Pasión, 
Muerte y Resurrección de Jesús. Sólo Mateo y Lucas 
mencionan su nacimiento. 

 Alrededor del año 200 d.C., los egipcios empeza-
ron a conmemorar el nacimiento de Jesús el 20 de 
marzo que era el noveno mes de su calendario. Con el 
tiempo, la idea de festejar el nacimiento del Mesías se 
extendió a otras comunidades cristianas, pero con di-
versas fechas como el 19 de abril, el 6 de enero, el 28 
de marzo y otras. Fue hasta el siglo cuarto que se fijó 
la fecha para el 25 de diciembre, gracias a Juan Cri-
sóstomo y al Papa Julio I. Otras fuentes señalan que 
en el año 366 los cristianos comenzaron a celebrar el 
nacimiento de Cristo, sol de justicia, precisamente el 
25 de diciembre. 

 En realidad no sabemos cuándo nació Jesús, pero 
sí sabemos que hay que celebrar el hecho que Dios se 
hizo uno de nosotros. 

        — Fray Gilberto Cavazos-Glz, OFM, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Parish Office: 432-397-2300 

Bulletin Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org 
Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 
Face Book Page: St. Lawrence Catholic Church   
Hall Booking: Travis Gully  432-425-4905 
For Funeral Needs: In the event of a death in the 
family, please contact Fr. Prem @ 432-397-2300. 

Pope’s Prayer Intension For December 

Volunteer Not-for-Profit Organizations 

We pray that volunteer non-profit organizations com-
mitted to human development find people dedicated 
to the common good and ceaselessly seek out new 
paths to international cooperation. 

mailto:stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org
http://www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com


Vocation Cross/Chalice 

Pray for  Seminarians,  Bishops, Priests, Deacons &            
all religious. also pray for more vocations to the 
priesthood, religious life.     

December 18 

St. Lawrence –Eric Seidenberger Family                   

St. Thomas –  Gary & Janice Durham                           

December 25 

St. Lawrence– Wendell & Kristin Halfmann 
St. Thomas– Donald & Sharon Braden 

Happy Birthdays and Anniversaries 

St. Lawrence      

Birthdays: Wilma Halfmann, Brylon Frerich, Jimmy 
Strube, Lacy Seidenberger, Delfino Andrade and         
Marcie Batla 

Anniversaries: Wendell & Linda Jones 

St. Thomas 

Birthdays: Zachary Wilson, and Carsyn Eggemeyer  

Anniversaries: None 

St. Lawrence Church Ministries 

Saturday, December 24                         
 Sacristan: Chris Matschek  
 Readers: Volunteers           
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers 

Sunday, December 25                                            
 Sacristan: Keith Braden  
 Readers: Volunteers                                            
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers 

EMANUEL 

Nombrar a alguien o 
algo supone que tene-
mos una relación con 
esa persona o cosa. 
Los nombres de famil-
ia toman arraigo y 
están a nuestro al-
rededor; los apodos 
connotan familiaridad 
y compañerismo. En el 
Antiguo Testamento, el 
significado de los 
nombres posee conno-
taciones profundas. El 
nombre servía para 
singularizar la misión 

y la identidad de la persona. El maravilloso nombre, 
Emanuel, fue primeramente pronunciado por Isaías al de-
scribir, al asustado rey Ajaz, aquél que vendría a redimir a 
la humanidad. El nombre, Emanuel, no es uno de los 
filosóficos y atemorizantes como lo son Omnipotente, Om-
nisciente o Todopoderoso. El nombre no connota distancia 
o superioridad. No genera temor reverencial. El nombre, 
Emanuel, connota cercanía, intimidad y compasión. El 
nombre del que ha de venir es Emanuel, que significa 
"Dios está con nosotros". Dios es confiado a la custodia de 
una virgen, que parirá este niño. Sólo Dios es tan compa-
sivo para acercarse tanto, ser tan asequible y vulnerable. 
Sólo Dios puede amar de este modo tan perfecto. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

December Worklist 

Hayden & Courtney Halfmann- CH Scott & Tana    
Halfmann, Nora Campos, Justin & Amy Schwartz,   
Ross & Nicole Womack, Saul & Patti Balcazar, 
Cooper & Laney McDermott, Tommy & Karla 
Hoelscher,    Russell & Kim Halfmann, Ricardo Jr. 
& Veronica Cura, Donald & Sharon Braden, Alfre-
do & Zulema Barrerea, Wendell & Linda Jones, 
Canon & Brylie Wood 

Retirement Reception 

There will be a Retirement Reception honoring Retir-
ing County Treasurer Alan Dierschke. The reception 
will be on December 21st from 1:30-3:30 pm. at the 
Community Center in Garden City.    

Children’s Silent Nativity 

The Children’s Silent Nativity with Children’s Choir 
will begin at the Christmas Eve Mass. If you would 
like your child to participate in the nativity, or sing in 
the choir, please contact Kristen Hillger at 432-466-
3171 before the 19th. All ages are welcome and en-
couraged to participate! More information will be giv-
en individually. 

CYO News 

CYO will be collecting donations for The Life Center 
in Big Spring starting immediately through January.  

All donations are welcome but specifically they are 
asking for new or gently used newborn & premie size 
clothes and diapers, 24 month & 2T size clothes, size 
4/5 toddler clothes, size 7 diapers and 4T/5T pull-
ups.  Donation boxes will be set up in the back of both 
St. Lawrence and St. Thomas churches.  CYO and 
The Life Center thank you for your generosity! 

New Year’s Eve Dance 

The New Year’s Eve Dance will be held December 
31st from 8-12, the music will be provided by The 
Midlandaires. The cost will be $15.00 per person, 
with children 12 and under free. All ages are wel-
come. 



 

 

 

Messengers are not always welcome in our lives. Sometimes we don’t like to hear what messengers have to 
say to us, especially if they call us to make a change in our lives. Whether it be a financial advisor advising us 
to change our spending habits or a doctor instructing us to change our diet, the message that they share might 
be difficult to accept. 

If the message to change has to do with our faith, then people are also very cautious. For the past few weeks, 
we have been hearing from some unique messengers in our Scripture readings. The first few weeks of Advent 
had Gospel readings that centered on John the Baptist and his message of “preparing the way of the Lord”. 

This week, we hear the angel informing Joseph that he will be an important piece in bringing the light of God 
to our world through the Birth of Jesus. The angel told Joseph (in a relatively comforting way) not to be afraid 
and to welcome Mary and the child into his home. Joseph is to name the child “Jesus” because the child to be 
born is a gift from God. Needless to say, this is a major change in how Joseph was going to live his life. 

Even though we don’t realize it, there are messengers in our present time. We have heard messages from influ-
ential leaders like Mother Theresa, Nelson Mandela and the current leader of our faith, Pope Francis. They 
have spoken to millions of people about changing their lives to allow peace, justice and love to enter our 
hearts. Some people have accepted their messages and have changed their lives for the better immediately and 
for others, it takes a little time. 

As we enter the last few days before the celebration of Christmas, maybe we need to think about what message 
we have been sharing. Have we taken the time to share the Good News by what we have said or done? Or have 
we simply been concerned with our own needs or wants? Do we realize that the message of Christmas is to 
give thanks to God for our gifts of family, friendships and faith? Or are we simply centering our thoughts on 
what we want materially? Let us pray that we can truly listen to those people who guide us in life and assist us 
in changing our lives for the better. By doing so, we can go and be true messengers of our faith. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preparing the Way… 

Reconciliation in Advent 

Wednesday 21, 2022, at  6:00pm 

at St. Lawrence 

Religious Education Update 
From Father Prem’s Desk 
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4th Sunday of Advent (A) 

Love is the theme of 
the Fourth Sunday of 
Advent. A good defi-
nition of love is in the 
name that we see in 
the first reading and 
again when the 
prophecy is fulfilled 
in the Gospel reading: 
Emmanuel, which 
means "God is with 
us." To have love is 
to have "God with 
us". To give love is to 
give God who is with 
us.  

Have you ever felt 
like you've run out of 
love to give? Well, 
that's quite impossi-
ble! We might run out 
of patience; we might 
get tired of giving 
more love than we 
receive from others, 
but God who is love 
is always with us.  

When we feel empty 
from loving someone 
who doesn't equally 
love us back, or when 
we reach the point of 

despising someone who repeatedly hurts us, this is 
when we need to ask God for a supernatural ability 
to love with his love. This prayer always works! It's 
how we become effective evangelizers as distribu-
tors of his love.  

When we give God's love to those who are unpleas-
ant to love, we're revealing to them God who is with 
us.  

We all have people in our lives who fail to be Christ 
to us. They don’t love us like God wants them to 

love us. So 
we need to 
remind our-
selves that 
our happi-
ness is not 
dependent 
upon how 
they treat 
us. God is 
with us! We 
need to call 
upon Em-
manuel. 
God who is 

with us loves us fully and unconditionally, whether 
or not we deserve it.  

When we're looking for others to love us more than 
they do, we feel un-loved, but if we keep our eyes 
on Jesus, his love fills all the gaps.  

Emmanuel. It's a name for Jesus that we should use 
year-round.  

As you finish preparing for the celebration of 
Christmas, focus on Emmanuel. Sing to Emmanuel. 
Pray to Emmanuel. This sign, this reminder, this 
name is God's personal Christ-mas gift to you.  

Reflect & Discuss:  

1. Are you loved enough? 

2. What will you do this week to become more 
aware of God's love for you? 

3. As a spiritual exercise, go to the nativity display 
at church. Write on a small piece of paper the 
names of those who fail to love you sufficiently. 
Place it in the manger and, if it has straw or hay, 
take a piece of it (or take a flower petal or leaf from 
a nearby plant) as a reminder that Emmanuel was 
born to give you more than enough love. 

4. What is the best Christmas gift you've ever re-
ceived from God? Why did it make you feel loved? 

Isaiah 7:10-14  
Ps 24:(7c,10b)1-6  

Romans 1:1-7  
Matthew 1:18-24  

Monday December 19  
Judges 13:2-7,24-25a  

Ps 71:3-6ab,16-17  
Luke 1:5-25  

Tuesday December 20  
Isaiah 7:10-14  

Ps 24:1-6  
Luke 1:26-38  

Wednesday December 21  
Song of Songs 2:8-14  

or Zephaniah 3:14-18a  
Ps 33:2-3,11-12,20-21  

Luke 1:39-45  

Thursday December 22  
1 Samuel 1:24-28  

1 Sam 2:1,4-8  
Luke 1:46-56  

Friday December 23  
Malachi 3:1-4,23-24  
Ps 25:4-5ab,8-10,14  

Luke 1:57-66  

Saturday December 24  
2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-

12,14a,16  
Ps 89:2-5,27,29  

Luke 1:67-79 



Many Catholics want to read the Bible but get bogged down by the long stretches that seem not to make sense or get 

lost among the sea of Old Testament names and places. Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible, an eight-part Bible 

study, helps you uncover the story woven throughout Scripture, so you can get the “big picture” of the Bible and 

understand what it’s all about. Aided by a unique color-coded Bible TimelineTM Chart that arranges the key peo-

ple, places, and events of the Bible in chronological order, Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible will help you 

pick up the Bible with confidence and understand how you fit into God’s plan. 

St. Lawrence will begin the Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible study in January. Participants will meet every 

week to view an engaging video presentation followed by a time of lively group discussion and fellowship. 

For more information, please contact Barbara Fuchs at bjfuchs2000@yahoo.com to sign up. 

 



 The Treasure of Humility in the Story of Christmas 

 Why do we think of Jesus as being poor? Per-

haps it's because He was born in a manger. But 

His father was a carpenter, a very respectable 

career. Jesus was not born in a manger be-

cause He was poor, but because there was no 

room for Him anywhere else. The city was jam

-packed with travelers from all over, forced 

there by Caesar in order to take a census ~ and 

in order for Jesus to 

fulfill the prophecy in 

the Bible.  

Jesus' father and moth-

er exhibited humility. 

Surely, Joseph could 

have pushed his weight 

around in Bethlehem, 

boasting about who he 

was an heir to, but Jo-

seph chose to be a quiet 

man and remain hum-

ble as he moved around 

looking for a suitable 

place for himself and 

his pregnant wife. He 

took what was offered, 

with a gracious heart. 

He was truly (in the 

purest form) grateful 

for having the stable to 

use.  

Joseph might have 

been given a good room if he had announced 

loudly that his wife was about to give birth at 

any moment. Surely, had more people known 

about her condition, someone would have giv-

en up their comfort for one night. But Joseph 

chose to remain humble and silent, keeping his 

burden only onto himself. He truly was a hum-

ble and Godly man. No wonder God chose him 

to foster and care for His Son!  

And what about Mary? She had a say in all 

this! After all, it was she who would be uncom-

fortably giving birth in a stable. Yet, she ac-

cepted the provisions her faithful husband 

provided. What a marvelous example of faith 

in God to take care of all things. What a model 

of a trust, believing that God would not allow 

more than she could bear. Is it any wonder 

that God chose her to 

be the mother of His 

Son?  

So, were they poor 

people? No. They came 

from a modest family, 

as most of us do. If 

God wanted us to pity 

His son, then Joseph 

would have been a fi-

nancially poor man. 

God was not looking 

for pity; He was not 

looking for love. He 

was displaying just 

how much He loves us 

by this example of hu-

mility.  

When I think of all the 

people in my life, when 

I think of the times I 

most strongly felt their 

love toward me, it was 

always during their greatest display of humili-

ty. I don't think love can live in any other atti-

tude.  

Have a merry and a very 

blessed Christmas  

filled with  

the peace and love of Christ! 


